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I. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCEEDING 
 
On February 10, 2021, the Coalition for Community Solar Access and the Maine 

Renewable Energy Association (CCSA/MREA) submitted a letter requesting that the 
Commission immediately open an investigation into the interconnection practices of 
Central Maine Power Company (CMP). In the letter, CCSA/MREA stated that CMP’s 
most recent actions are egregiously incompetent and are jeopardizing hundreds of 
millions of dollars in investment and immediate cost savings for Maine homeowners and 
businesses. CCSA/MREA’s letter referred to notices provided by CMP to 
interconnecting customers regarding changes to prior estimates of interconnection 
costs. CCSA/MREA asked the Commission to take several specific actions to address 
the situation. 

 In response to CCSA/MREA’s request, on February 11, 2021, the Commission 
issued a Notice of Filing Request for Responsive Comments, directing CMP to provide 
a response to the CCSA/MREA letter by February 19, 2021. CMP filed a timely 
response. In a February 23, 2021 Procedural Order Request for Comments, the 
Commission requested that CCSA/MREA file comments on CMP’s response by March 
3, 2021. CCSA/MREA filed timely comments, continuing to press their initial concerns. 
On March 12, 2021, the Commission issued data requests to CMP (EXM-001). CMP 
responded to those data requests by the due date of March 26, 2021.1  

 The information provided by CMP to date has not resolved the concerns raised in 
the MREA/CCSA letter. Consequently, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S. § 1303, the 
Commission now opens a formal investigation into the following issues related to 
CCSA/MREA’s letter: 

1. Whether CMP acted prudently with respect to the enactment of LD 1711? 
2. Whether the timeliness of CMP’s identification of the Ground Fault Over 

Voltage ("GFOV") issue was prudent under the circumstances? 
3. Whether CMP’s response to the GFOV issue was prudent under the 

circumstances? 

 
1 CMP objected to certain data requests, EXM-001-004, 010, 017, 024, 028, either in 
part or entirely. These objections will be addressed in the formal investigation. 
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4. Whether the “less traditional” solution to the GFOV issue selected by CMP is 
“safe and reliable” and “just and reasonable” and would ensure that 
interconnection-related costs are born by interconnection customers and not 
ratepayers?  

5. Whether CMP’s communications to generation developers and other 
stakeholders associated with the GFOV issue and its costs were reasonable? 

6. Whether the Commission should impose on CMP any penalties pursuant to 
Chapter 324 § 14 and 35-A M.R.S. § 1508-A associated with the issues listed 
above? 
 

II. INTERVENTION 
 

CCSA, MREA, and CMP are parties to this proceeding. Any other person wishing 
to participate as a party in this matter must file a petition to intervene in accordance with 
Chapter 110 § 8(B) of the Commission’s Rules no later than Tuesday, April 13, 2021. 
Petitions should be filed electronically in the docket using the Commission’s Case 
Management System (CMS).2 Any objections to petitions to intervene should be raised 
at the initial case conference scheduled below. 

 
III. INITIAL CASE CONFERENCE 
 

An initial case conference will be held on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 at 1:00 
p.m. The case conference will be held via Microsoft Teams. CCSA, MREA, CMP and 
those seeking to intervene will be sent an Outlook appointment containing a link to join 
the conference via computer or smartphone (using audio/video). Also, a telephone 
number is available for those who may wish to participate by telephone: 

 
• Telephone Number: (207) 209-4724 
• Conference ID:  884 601 656#    

 
The purpose of the case conference will be to address petitions to intervene and 

to develop a schedule for this proceeding. Parties should be prepared to address what 
procedural steps they seek as part of this formal investigation. Further, the Commission 
notes that an informal stakeholder group of utilities, generators, and other stakeholders 
has been meeting monthly in association with Maine Public Utilities Commission 
Amendments to Small Generator Interconnection Procedures (Chapter 324), Docket 
No. 2020-00004. In those meetings, stakeholders discuss issues related to small 
generator interconnections, including the GFOV issue and CMP’s response to the 
GFOV issue. Staff facilitates those discussions, including Staff assigned to this 
investigation. Parties should be prepared to address any concerns they may have about 

 
2  Anyone intervening must be a “registered user” in the Commission’s CMS. Detailed 
instructions are available on the Commission’s website at 
https://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=puc-
pressreleases&id=409972&v=article08 
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ex parte communications that could result from Staff’s facilitation of those stakeholder 
discussions.  

Dated at Hallowell, Maine this sixth day of April 2021. 
 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
 

_______/s/ Harry Lanphear________ 
Harry Lanphear 

Administrative Director 
 
COMMISSIONERS VOTING FOR: Bartlett 
 Williamson 
 Davis 

 


